[False Merkel cell tumor of the gingival mucosa disclosed by small cell bronchial carcinoma].
Merkel cell tumours are exceptional and usually occur in exposed areas of the face or limbs. These tumours are related to small-cell bronchogenic cancer. The case reported here demonstrates the relationship between these two cancers since the diagnosis of Merkel cell tumour of the gingival mucosa, initially made in a patient with no other presenting signs other than the stomatological lesions, was corrected six weeks later when the buccal lesion was found to be a metastasis of small-cell bronchogenic cancer. This observation is in agreement with the retrospective study reported by the Institute of Stomatology of the Salpêtrière hospital published in 1992 and presented at the XXIVth congress of the French Society of Cervicofacial Cancerology.